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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

TODAY’S THREAD: Friends, don’t be fooled! Be wise. All our hopes are fulfilled in Jesus’ return! 

OPENING HYMN O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  |  19 

 

M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 

disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you 

and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

PENTECOST SONG OF PRAISE Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring  |  26:1, 3, 4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from this world of sin 

and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at 

the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:1-6 EHV 

The LORD calls his people to be ready for his return. He will release them from captivity to intimately live with him as his holy 

people. 
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1 Wake, awake! 

Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion. 

Put on your beautiful garments, 

Jerusalem, you holy city, 

for never again will the uncircumcised 

and the unclean enter you. 
2 Shake off the dust. 

Get up and take your seat, Jerusalem. 

Loosen the chains from your neck, 

you captive daughter of Zion. 

3 Yes, this is what the LORD says. 

You were sold for nothing, 

and you will be redeemed without money. 

4 Yes, this is what the LORD God says. 

In the beginning, my people went down to Egypt to stay there 

    for a while. 

Later Assyria oppressed them without cause. 

5 Now what do I have here? declares the LORD. 

Indeed, my people have been taken away for nothing. 

Their rulers howl with mockery, declares the LORD. 

My name is continually despised all day. 
6 Therefore my people will know my name. 

So on that day they will know that I am the one— 

the one who is saying, “Here I am!” 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 84 

Gathering for worship is not merely a preference. It’s characteristic of all who long to be with the LORD forever. 

How lovely is your dwelling place,* 

O LORD Almighty! 

My soul yearns, even faints,* 

for the courts of the LORD. 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house;* 

they are ever praising you. 

Refrain 

Better is one day in your courts* 

than a thousand elsewhere; 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God* 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

O LORD Almighty,* 

blessed are they who trust in you. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 EHV 

Don’t scare each other with the news of Jesus’ sudden and final return. Rather, encourage one another, for that is The Day when 

all our hopes in Jesus become our ultimate eternal reality. 

1 Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need to write to you, 2 for you yourselves know very well 

that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When people are saying, “Peace and security,” 

destruction will suddenly come on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will certainly not 

escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in the dark so that this day takes you by surprise like a thief, 5 for you are all 

sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep like 

everyone else, but rather let us remain alert and sober. 

7 To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong 

to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 You 

see, God did not appoint us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for 

us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore, encourage one another 

and build each other up, just as you are also doing. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Revelation 7:15a 

M: Alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 EHV 

Jesus’ message is simple. Those who love Jesus wisely prepare for his return, anticipating being with him. Jesus knows them and 

welcomes them into his eternal feast. When he returns, time is up. It’s too late. 

M: The Gospel, Matthew Chapter 25 

1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish ones took their lamps, they did 

not take any oil with them; 4 but the wise took oil in their containers with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom 

was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look, the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones 

Refrain Tune: David Clarke Isele. © 1979 

GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, 

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used 

by permission. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712488 
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said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, ‘No, there 

may not be enough for us and for you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 But 

while they were away buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding 

banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later, the other virgins also came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ 12 But he 

answered, ‘Amen I tell you: I do not know you.’ 13 Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or 

the hour.” 

M: This is the Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying  |  206 

 

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA  19406 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR PENTECOST 

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every morning. Each day 

you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth. 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed 

to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state, and local 

governments. 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward their workers, and 

employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, and communicate 

in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders 

of your created order. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be good parents. 

Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: … Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer.  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with the faith that 

you will respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
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M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy 

Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted 

in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Forever with the Lord  |  213 

 

Silent prayer - Announcements after the close of Service 
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